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Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
I always find the Thanksgiving holiday and the weeks preceding it to be a great time for 
reflection. I am reminded of the quote, “At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a 
spark from another person. Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have 
lighted the flame within us.” — Albert Schweitzer.  
 
That quote reminds me of the interdependence of all members of our community. We must be 
that “spark” or beacon of light for each other and those beyond our district. As a learning 
community we have so much for which to be thankful.   
 
As the Croton-Harmon Schools community, we embrace hope, love and respect in our words 
and in our actions. This, I know, does not come easy or without “slip ups,” but we must continue 
to strive to be the spark. 
 
Many exciting things are taking place in our schools: 
 
We have named a new Assistant Superintendent for Business, Denise Harrington-Cohen, who 
hails from nearby Brewster Central School District. We look forward to her joining Croton-
Harmon, but of course will be sad to see her predecessor, Diane Chaissan, retire and move on 
with her exciting life. 
 
I so enjoyed one of our most festive events of the school year, the CET Halloween Parade, as it 
snaked around our Spencer Field track past a grandstand of excited and proud parents. I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen such clever costumes! And the accompaniment of the Croton-Harmon High 
School Jazz Band, led by Jazz Zantay, lent a spooky and festive atmosphere to the whole 
event. 
 
I can’t mention the fall without complimenting our Croton-Harmon High School thespians for a 
job well done performing in their fall drama -- two one-act plays with an important theme. And to 
our 10 -- impressive! -- National Merit Scholarship semifinalists and commended students.  
 
As the snowy weather is just around the corner, a reminder that during and after a storm, our 
buildings and grounds staff work tirelessly to ready our campuses for school while our 
supervisor of transportation assesses road conditions. Our Safe Routes to School campaign 
reminds us how important it is to have sidewalks cleared so our “walkers” have a safe route, 
too. We thank you in advance for helping our students get to school.  As the saying goes, “It 
takes a village…” 
 
In closing, thank you to so many people who have “lighted the flame within students.”  
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone.  
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 

Dr. Deborah O’Connell 


